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million visitors directly from Brand
USA.

I would like to see us do 2 million
next year, but we are only going to do
that if there is a way to get the word
out around the world that we want
visitors to the United States, so this is
a great bill.

GUS BILIRAKIS, the gentleman from
Florida that worked this bill, resolved
all of the major issues. He negotiated,
and this is now a voluntary program on
the business side, not compulsory.

I don’t think there are any real
issues here, any barriers or bumps
here, so I think we should have a unan-
imous vote on this. Therefore, I en-
courage all of my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to vote ‘‘yea’ on this
great pro-U.S.A. bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, as co-chair of the
Congressional Travel and Tourism Caucus, |
am pleased to see the House of Representa-
tives take up the Travel Promotion, Enhance-
ment, and Modernization Act of 2014 today. |
want to thank my caucus co-chair, Rep. GUS
BILIRAKIS, for introducing this legislation to re-
authorize Brand USA—our nation’s Destina-
tion Marketing Organization or DMO.

This legislation will allow our country to con-
tinue its success in the international travel and
tourism market, bringing greater numbers of
international visitors to our shores. These trav-
elers provide a substantial boost to our econ-
omy and produce many U.S. jobs. Did you
know that international visitors coming to the
United States are measured as an export?
They are, and travel and tourism is the top ex-
port industry. Number One! Seventy million
international visitors, spending over $180 bil-
lion, have produced a trade surplus every year
since 1989—and Brand USA is a crucial part
of this. Brand USA’s most recent annual report
showed that FY13 saw an increase of 1.1 mil-
lion visitors. That increase brings an additional
$3.4 billion in spending to our economy and
supports over 50,000 new jobs.

International visitors are drawn to America’s
well known destinations like New York, Los
Angeles, Orlando, and Chicago. And yet, it is
our “amber waves of grain” and “purple
mountain majesties” that attract travelers to all
corners of our country. Our scenery sells us to
the world and the upcoming 100th Anniversary
of the National Park Service will highlight
some of our most notable scenery.

Brand USA’s efforts bring substantial bene-
fits to our economy with a return on invest-
ment of more than 30 to 1. If only my invest-
ments did this well. This unbeatable value is
done at no U.S. taxpayer expense. Funding
for this program is provided by the inter-
national visitors who come to the United
States.

Mr. Speaker, | like to point out that travel
and tourism is in every state, every territory,
and congressional district across this country,
and | encourage all my colleagues to join Rep.
BILIRAKIS and myself in supporting America’s
travel and tourism industry by voting aye for
this bipartisan legislation.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased that today the House will consider
H.R. 4450 and | rise in strong support of this
legislation. | would like to thank Congressman
BILIRAKIS for his leadership in bringing this bill
to the House floor, and also the Tourism Cau-
cus and co-sponsors for their support.
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One of the most important amendments in
H.R. 4450 includes the U.S. territories among
the states and the District of Columbia whose
benefits the Board of Directors of the Corpora-
tion for Travel Promotion plan must ensure.
This provision is particularly important to my
district- the U.S. Virgin Islands—where tourism
is the primary economic activity. The Virgin Is-
lands normally host approximately 2 million
visitors a year, many of whom visit on cruise
ships.

Tourism is a critical component of economic
development in the U.S. Virgin Islands; espe-
cially with the closure of the oil refinery,
HOVENSA, on St. Croix. The closure elimi-
nated close to 1,200 refinery positions and
raised our unemployment rate to the double
digits. The ripple effect also included school
closures, home foreclosures and a large num-
ber of residents leaving the island. As the Vir-
gin Islands struggles to turn around its econ-
omy, it is critical that we continue to grow and
sustain our tourism industry. Including the ter-
ritories in the Corporation’s promotion plan will
significantly support these efforts. The terri-
tories are a major destination point for national
and international travelers alike and should be
a focal point for the Corporation.

H.R. 4450 is sponsored by more than a
third of the House of Representatives, and al-
most equal numbers of Republicans and
Democrats. Independent analysis by the Con-
gressional Budget Office and the U.S. Travel
Association concluded that the bill would re-
duce the federal deficit by $231 million over a
year and not cost taxpayers a dime, all while
creating jobs and economic opportunities in
communities across America.

| think it is a Win-Win situation for our na-
tion’s economy and | urge my colleagues to
support H.R. 4450.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
TERRY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4450, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 19 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
[ 1831

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LLUCAS) at 6 o’clock and 31
minutes p.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 4450, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 4411, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 1022, by the yeas and nays;

Motion to instruct on H.R. 3230, by
the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

TRAVEL PROMOTION, ENHANCE-
MENT, AND MODERNIZATION ACT
OF 2014

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4450) to extend the Travel
Promotion Act of 2009, and for other
purposes, as amended, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr.
TERRY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 347, nays 57,
not voting 28, as follows:

[Roll No. 433]

YEAS—347
Aderholt Castro (TX) Ellmers
Amodei Chabot Engel
Bachmann Chaffetz Enyart
Barber Chu Esty
Barletta Cicilline Farenthold
Barr Clark (MA) Farr
Barrow (GA) Clarke (NY) Fattah
Barton Clawson (FL) Fitzpatrick
Bass Clay Fleischmann
Beatty Cleaver Forbes
Becerra Clyburn Fortenberry
Benishek Coble Foster
Bentivolio Coffman Frankel (FL)
Bera (CA) Cohen Frelinghuysen
Bilirakis Cole Fudge
Bishop (GA) Collins (NY) Gabbard
Bishop (NY) Connolly Gallego
Bishop (UT) Conyers Garamendi
Blackburn Cooper Garcia
Blumenauer Costa Gardner
Bonamici Courtney Gibbs
Boustany Cramer Gibson
Brady (PA) Crawford Goodlatte
Brady (TX) Crenshaw Gosar
Braley (IA) Crowley Granger
Brooks (AL) Cuellar Grayson
Brooks (IN) Cummings Green, Al
Brown (FL) Daines Green, Gene
Brownley (CA) Davis (CA) Griffin (AR)
Buchanan Dayvis, Rodney Griffith (VA)
Bucshon DeFazio Grijalva
Burgess DeGette Grimm
Bustos Delaney Guthrie
Butterfield DeLauro Hahn
Byrne DelBene Hall
Calvert Denham Hanna
Camp Dent Harper
Cantor DeSantis Harris
Capito Deutch Hartzler
Capps Diaz-Balart Hastings (FL)
Capuano Dingell Hastings (WA)
Cardenas Doggett Heck (NV)
Carson (IN) Doyle Herrera Beutler
Cartwright Duckworth Higgins
Cassidy Edwards Himes
Castor (FL) Ellison Hinojosa
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